June 28, 200

GEOLOGICAL REPORT OF THE APPALACHIAN BASIN IN KENTUCKY

PETROLEUM IN THE UNITED ST ATES

The history of oil and gas development in the United States (figure 1) is primarily located within
sedimentary basins situated in the nvigtstern and eastern states. Sedimentary basins are comprised of
numerous layers of sediments derived from advancing and retreating oceanfronts along with erosion

from terrestrial sediments located above sea level duresgttimes. This massive influx of sediments

Figure 1. Oil and gas map of the United States.
from different regimes causes downwarping of sediment layers due to extreme overburden weight. The
result is a structural basin that has the characteristicprémucing and harboring oil and gas. The

Michigan Basin is an excellent example of this type of phenomena (figure 2) and is currently being

explored for oil and gas.



